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The Sales and Digital Marketing Transformation Conference – May 5th 2016 
 
 

The Rise of Crowdfunding:  
Embracing The Sharing Economy 
 

Dr. Cindy Gordon, CEO & Founder SalesChoice Inc. 
CATA Board Director:  
Crowdfunding National Spokesperson and 
Women in Technology National Spokesperson 
 
cindy@saleschoice.com  
(416)230-6538 
www.saleschoice.com 
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What do 7B People Do? 
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A Lot of Things. 
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By 2020, more than 50% of the workforce 
will be freelance  

   That’s 

60M+ 
   people in the U.S. 

2.2B 
   globally 
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Importance of SMEs 

90%   Private Labor Force Works for  a SME 

 

27%   Contribution to Canada’s GDP 

 

2008  Jobs Least Affected by the Recession 
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• Donations: a donor contract without 
reward but charitable receipt if 
applicable i.e.: Kickstarter 

• Reward: purchase contract for some 
type of product or service i.e.: 
Indiegogo  

• Lending: credit contract: credit is being 
re-paid plus interest. i.e. Kiva 

• Equity: shareholding contract, shares, 
equity-like instruments, or revenue 
sharing in the project/business, 
potential up side at exit. i.e.: 
CrowdCube 

Crowdfunding Models CrowdSourcing Models 

• Expertise Sourcing : seeking 
talent “labor” via a 
crowdsourcing model i.e.: 
CrowdFlower, 99Designs,  

• Idea Sourcing: seeking 
innovation ideas from the 
crowd – internal or external or 
both i.e. Dell IdeaStorm, 
MyStarbucks Idea,  

 
What is Crowdfunding? 
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Global Crowdfunding Growth ($B) 

Exponential growth 
forecasted to continue! 

Source: Massolution 

Issuers raised 
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CrowdFunding Market Growth 

$9.46 billion (USD) was raised in North America 
in 2014, representing more than 58% of all 
funds raised globally. 

Source: Massolution 
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Asia Leading Crowdfunding 

The strong growth of funding volume raised globally in 2014 was due in part to the 
rise of Asia as a major crowdfunding region. 

Source: Massolution 
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Crowdfunding Platforms  
by Region 

Approximately 375 crowdfunding platforms are currently based in North America. 

Source: Massolution 
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Lending Most Active Platform 

Lending was the most active model of crowdfunding in 2014, representing 68% of 
all funds raised globally. Source: Massolution 
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Business & Entrepreneurship Top 
Funding Category 

Business & 
Entrepreneurship 

Social Causes 

Film & 
Performing Arts 

Others 

Real Estate 

Science & 
Technology 

Music & 
Recording Arts 
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Source: Beauhurst 

Canada Active in Crowdfunding 
Donation Portals 
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POLAR raises $817K 

Source: Massolution 

Issuers raised 
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PINE raises $801K 

Source: Massolution 

Issuers raised 
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Canadian Statistics 
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Fundrazr 
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Canada has been growing by 
over 100% Per Year 
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Equity Crowdfunding 
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Multilateral Instrument – 45-108 – 
Crowdfunding 
 
Came into Ontario, Manitoba, Quebec, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia – January 25th 
2016 
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Equity Crowdfunding 
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Core Objective – Facilitate Access to Capital, while 
maintaining Appropriate Investor Protection 
• Address Global Emergence of crowdfunding as capital 

raising tool 
• Be responsive to changing technologies, investor 

demographics and market realities 
 
Target Group of Issuers: 
• Aimed primarily at early stage businesses based in Canada 
• However, intended to address capital needs of issuers at 

different stages of their growth and business cycle. 
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Investor Qualifications 
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Retail Investor: 
- $2, 500 Per Investment 
- In Ontario, $10,000 in total in a calendar year 
 

Accredited Investor 
- $25,000 per investment 
- In Ontario - $50,000 in total in a calendar year 
 

Permitted Client 
- In Ontario – No Investment Limits 
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Offering Parameters 
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• Issuer group cannot raise more than 
$1.5M under exemption in a rolling 12 
month period 

• Distribution cannot remain longer than 
90 days 

• Distribution cannot be completed 
without sufficient proceeds 
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Equity Crowdfunding 
Early Days in Canada 
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Funding Search 
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Fund Raising Channels 
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Get Involved 
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Closing Comments 
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1. Crowdfunding for Equity Enablement in Canada started in my living room with Sherwood 
Neiss:  Chaired a CATA network of 100 volunteers lobbied our our security regulators coast to 
coast to help change our laws … 
 

2.  CrowdFunding is applicable to every Business. 
 

3. CrowdFunding provides access to channels and communities beyond our reach. 
 

4. CrowdFunding requires expertise, planning, and community engagement. Avg: 1/10 Make 
their goals, Top 10 Sites : 30% make their goals, 37% on Kickstarter, highest success levels.  
 

5. CrowdFunding has added to our global economy billions of growth enablement, and is 
projected to add over $90B by 2025. 
 

6. Get Involved – Crowdfunding has the power to change your future!   
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exit 

Thank     You 

thank - you 
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